
	 1 

INT 137EV Exploring Our Voices 
Assignment 1 – Voices for Publics 
 
Preparation & Grading Expectations 
 
Goals: 
In this first assignment, the goal is to have you engage with issues of voice (to 
build on ideas from Units 1 and 2) and to create two different and contrasting 
formats of writing crafted for a public audience.  Your writing will draw from 
your experience with a chosen non-traditional or unpopular voice, and will 
synthesize ideas and concepts you have gained in lecture, section discussion, 
and readings that pertain to this first part of the course. 
 
Preparation: 
We strongly recommend that you take a moment to look at given examples of 
the four writing genres involved, so you can model your own writing around 
good examples.  In the prompt, we have listed the basic criteria of the given 
genres for you to include in your own versions.   
 
Word Count: 
Each writing piece does not have to be long, and depending on the format the 
writing may be more concise (your blog or vlog text should aim for 250-300 
words), or a bit longer (your newspaper piece of academic article should aim for 
around 500+ words). We recommend a minimum word count for the total 
assignment to reach 800 words, and to not exceed 2000 words (edit things 
down if your writing is too long). 
 
Questions to ask as you edit your work: 
In each case of writing format, you want to imagine the ideal reader/watcher of 
your writing.  What would a blog or vlog consumer want?  What would a reader 
of The Current wish for?  What would a reader of an academic article expect? 
 
Blog  
•does the writing clearly introduce the issue or subject (engaging with a 
nontraditional or unpopular voice) up front, at the start of the entry? 
•does the blog commentary integrate concepts/ideas gained from this course? 
•does the entry remain concise and direct, connecting with its audience? 
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Vlog 
•does the vlog include a substantial amount of text in order to introduce the 
issue or subject (engaging with a nontraditional or unpopular voice)? 
•does that writing remain concise and direct, connecting with its audience? 
•does that text get organized in ways that integrates well with images or video?  
•does the vlog integrate concepts/ideas gained from this course? 
 
Newspaper piece 
•does your article introduce the subject or issues by providing general context 
for a non-informed audience of general readers of a paper like The Current? 
•does your article integrate concepts and ideas gained from this course, but in a 
way that is general enough to engage your readership? 
•is the article organized clearly and easy to get through? 
 
Academic article 
•does your article present a clear and direct thesis to explain what the article is 
about and what it plans to present or argue? 
•does your article engage concepts and ideas gained from this course, in way 
that digs into details of those sources, providing proper citations of quotes or 
references to others’ research? 
•does it provide a compelling conclusion or final thoughts or on-going questions 
that research should pursue? 
 
Grading Expectations: 
Since you will be writing in different genres, we will be looking for different 
things for each type of public writing. However, across the board and in whatever 
genres you choose, the following factors will be applied when we grade your 
writing, and we will use that to distinguish a successful assignment from those 
that need further improvement. 
 
! clarity of subject presented  
!logical and compelling progression of ideas or of argument 
!application of critical and/or creative thoughts that bring insight to the subject 
!integration of ideas, concepts, theories, and terms from the course 
!well-organized structure of given writing genre, with logical flow of ideas 
!careful editing of text with minimal errors 
!proper grammar used 
!references where expected 
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Remember to upload each version of your public writing to Gauchospace  
by Tuesday, Jan. 21, at 12:00pm.  We also want you to post this work on 
your e-portfolio, but after you have made the fixed deadline on GS. 
Please be in touch with your section instructor if you have any questions. 
 
 


