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INT 137EV - Exploring Our Voices 
Unit 5 – Section Activity 
 
Ethnographic Exercise 
 
Preparation 
In preparation for your section activity this week, you will want to review: 
 
• your notes from Monday’s lecture, during which an interview took place 
between an ethnographer (Lauren Vanderlinden), and a singer (Naomi Merer). 
 
• your notes from Wednesday’s lecture, during which you observed a live voice 
studio lesson led by a voice professor (Dr. Isabel Bayrakdarian), which was 
directed at training, disciplining, and making a classical voice (Terra Giddens). 
 
 
Written Assignment 
Both the interview and the lesson provide you information for writing a mini-
ethnography.  Ethnography is the study and systematic recording of human 
cultures; whereas a written ethnography is a descriptive work produced from 
such research.   
 
For this week, you will write an ethnography by observing, recording, and 
describing the cultural environment and social practices of the classical singer. 
 
In your mini-ethnography, you want to include the following features: 
 
• a short introduction that sets up the particular culture (the culture of classical 
student singers) and the particular practice (classical voice training) you are 
observing.  Explain why you are interested in this culture, and why it is useful to 
study (link this to our course aims). 
 
• a section that describes your methodology—what were the ways you gathered 
information about this culture?  What aspects of this culture did this information 
represent? 
 
• a section that analyzes your information: 
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! what individual perspectives did you gain (from actual singers or 
teachers relating/discussing their practice, or performing their practice)?  

 
! what requirements are needed to participate in this culture? 

 
! what key features of training and disciplining are needed to make this  
voice? 

 
! what values or belief systems about voice were revealed in 
either/both the interview or lesson you witnessed? 

 
• a final section that concludes what this information afforded you. Were there 
any challenges you encountered?  What new things did you learn that have 
changed your conceptions of voice as you explored so far? 
 
When you draft your mini-ethnography, you should work within the limits of 2-2.5 
pages (using standard margins, 12-point font, and double-spaced).  Your final 
product should be around 750-1000 words. 
 
You will have until Friday, February 7, at 5:00pm to turn in your ethnography by 
loading it to your e-portfolio. 
 
 


