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INT 137EV – Exploring Our Voices 
Unit 6 – Section Activity 
 
Listening Journal 
 
Preparation 
For this week’s section, you are to pick an example of a vocal, or sung piece 
music that you never tend to listen to, or that you don’t encounter frequently.  A 
good way to think about this is to consider a genre of music you don’t really 
know—it could popular or not, old or contemporary, American or other.  Push 
yourself to select something really out of your comfort zone.  Do a quick search 
online, or using whatever music access programs you tend to frequent, pick one 
song as an example.  Make sure your example features the voice in some way. 
 
Listen to that song several times.  A first time listen often produces immediate 
reactions in us.  Getting to know a song often involves some re-hearing, which 
allows you to pick up elements, features, and nuances you may have missed the 
first time, plus it gives you familiarity, and may even adjust your feelings as 
compared to your first reaction. 
 
Written Assignment 
 
In a reflective journal format, you will describe features of vocal expressivity as 
depicted through the voice example you have chosen.   
 
•Title your example as a journal entry, and give it a date. 
 
•A reflective journal is often in a simple format, so you can use informal and 
personal writing that lets you freely tap into your thoughts and feelings. 
 
•The writing allows you to gain a deeper understanding of your song listening.  
While you explore your observations and engagement with this song, please 
include the following two elements: 
 
 1) apply one concept or idea from current or previous units that can be  

    applied to your example to make sense and find deeper meaning. 
 
2) reflect on the unique musical medium of the song texture, and how the  
  musicalized voice conveys meaning that language alone cannot achieve. 
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Complete your journal entry in time for your section, and please load it to 
your e-portfolio as your latest posting for this week. 
 
 


